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If the reason for requiring a special minyan tor the
daughter is that she lias no right to displace a man who
has a right to say Kaddish in the synagogue, it would
follow that -in our synagopgues (where the mourners
saving Kaddish™displace no onc else}, a wonin could
say Kaddish. In fact, this scems to have been the position
held by Lithuanian posckin of the past gencration.

In the carly 1970s, when the issuc came up in a
chapter of Yavneh, the national association of religious
Jewish college students, I asked one of the organization’s
lcaders who was then learning with the Rav, Rabbi
Jloseph B. Soloveitchik, to put the question to him.
Rabbi Ezra Bick (now at Yeshivat Har Etzion) wrote

back:

I spoke to the Rav about the question you asked concerning
a girl saying Kaddish, He told me that he remetabered being
in Vilna at the "Gaon’s Kloiz"—which wasn't one of your
modern Orthodox shuls—and a woman came into the back
(there was no ezrat nashim [women's section]) and said Kaddish
after ma’ariv. | asked him whether it would make a difference
il somcone was saying Kaddish alang with her or not, and he
replicd that he could sce no objections in cither case—it's
perfecty all night.'™ Coincidently, checking around, [ came
across 3 nuniber of people wha remember such incidents
from Europe, including my father (in my, grandfather’s min-
yan—he was the rav in the town). [Rabbi Chaim Yechicl
Bick was the rav in Medzhibush in the Ukratne.]

IRabbi Pinchos Zelig Prag, gabbai of the Mir Minyan
in Brooklyn, New York,'" told me that one of the

congregants, Rabbi Moshe Maaruch, who was born
and nised in Vilna and who studied at the Mirrer Yeshiva,

recalled that when his cousin dicd, leaving an adule
daughter and no sons, Rabbi Hayyim Ozer Grodzinski
allowed lier to say Kaddish daily in the synagoguc; another
recalled that the Hafetz Hayyim had made a similar
ruling.

Prof. Yalla Eliach relates similar occurrences in her
study of Eisheshok.'™ Tsipora Hutner Kravitz, wife ol
Rabbi Yosef Kravitz, recalled to Dr. Eliach that in 1935,
when she was fourteen years old, her brothers were out
of town when her father, Rabbi Naftali Menahem Hut-
ner, the dayyan of the town, died. She said Kaddish at
the graveside and continued to say Kaddish in both the
new bet midrash and the sheibl until a brother returned.
She recalled that at the same time Gitel Gordon, then
cighteen years old, said Kaddish in the shtibl. Another
former inhabitant of the town recalled that when the
girls said Kaddish, they wore berets and stood in the
men’s section in the fint row to the nglit of the amud.'*

W Women Jewish Law and Modernity by Dr. Joel Wolowelsky, pp. $8-90

1Labbi Moshe Feinstein notes that “throughout the
generations it was customary that al Lmes a peor wonan
would cnter the bet midrash o ask for charity, or a
woiman mourncr would enter to say Kaddish, " Rabbi
Yosel Eliyahu Henkin allowed women to say Kaddish
in shul, provided they remained in the women's scction. '™
He noted that i past times, when only one person said
Kaddish, that person would stand at the front of the
shul, something inappropriate for a woman. Mowever,
now, he continues, when all the mourners say Kaddish
together from their respective plices, a woman may say
Kaddish.

IRabbi Soloveitchik also insisted that a womnan saying
Kaddish had to remain in the women's section. When,
in the early 1970s, [ asked Rabbi Gerald J. Blidstein
(then a faculty advisor 1o Yavich and niow at Ben-Guiiot
University) about the issue, hic wrote to me:

@ The Kaddish matter is as follows. 1 was asked about the

question last year, and looking into it, coudd find no reason
beyond “general policy™ {or forbidding it. t spoke to Aharon
Lichtenstein [then Rosh Kollel at Yeshiva University and
now Rosh Yeshivat Hae Etzion], who had the sae reaction
_ and said he would ask the Rav [Rabbi Jaseph B. Selovcitchik,
his father-in-law), which he did when 1 was on the other
end of the phone. {Rabbi Lichtenstein] put the question to
him, and then was directed to ask me whether the gid was
stationed in the czrat nashim, 1, of course, answered in the
afirmative, and the Rav then saild that of course she could

say Kaddish.

While European rablis apparently did not ahways de-
mand chis, T suspect that the Amcrican posckin insisted
on women staying in the czrat nashing beeause they
were concerned about the mixed scating that was gaining
liold in many American synagogues. . Henkin's opinion
allowing 3 woman to say Kaddish in shul seems to be a
lenient one boldly breaking new ground. Actually, it is
a conservative opinion, for in opposition to sonie existing
customs, it requires that the woman not enter the men's
section to say Kaddish.

There is, to be sure, little reason to think that a
woman who wants to say Kaddish is engaging in some
sort of protest rather than simply attempting Lo usc an
acceptable halakhic form to deal with a real personal
crisis. When a woman says Kaddish in shul (whether or
not accompanied by others), it is analogous to her reciting
birkhat ha-gomel aloud from the women's section. She
offers her public praises of God and clicits a response

from the congregation.

Journal of Halucha and Contemporary Society

XXXI1, Kall 1996, Letters to the LEditor, pp. 97-102

(In Response to Article by Rabbi Reuven Fink

“The Recital of Kaddish by Women”, XXXI, Spring 1996)

Il' ey = fy

ron < Diskei U...u..', on the other hand, prohibits women
‘ [‘l‘h}w‘m,; kaddislh on intringic grounds, explaining that

actelinh s Tor men_ondy. This is ot B vier
K 1 ] . 5 i e _Ashkengzic view:
o - . s Vi
;, ic;,n Chavat Yuir accepled a daughter’s saying kaddish at a
yan in her home in theory and prohibited it only for

sudoind. Y rcasons, vhi ot permilie 18
“IL‘ he et Yaak i
(X ;|||]r|v~|q[ ! Shes ok .
) i pe it i such

We are left where we started; at issue is essentially a
55 b

ucslion of policy and 4 i

q and nol of issur pelicler. In this

% ! & . In this

my grandfathet's words bear repealing: contex
5

s k g : i

r(l:rl:ﬂi_\mrnu\ that were it not for kaddish, many would

ref cm rom leaching prayer lo their sons and would

kuid;}qr]ml:o synagogue. When they come because of

rt:“ 0;’ ‘1],1 ey also ;:(}mc a bit closer to Judaism the

S ¢ year, andd for this reason itself

not rebulf the nadre! of i L foster onould
cither, since 3

o Judabm, » Slnce it foslers closeness

We (Sjln qtlui:-tmn.s of policy, oll}crs may legitimalcly disagree,
pmc[il(iu[;-‘;u};po:'t ?n)‘( r?lbb: who declares "While Suéll a
cice may be technically accurding to halacha, i
opinion 1t would have dangerous cc’msm uen S in my
) : / ences |
lc,?rv“-mmlffl}} ;5:111..50 I u"all not permit it" - aillhough i :o:l?l'
urge carclul consideration of my grandfather's approach
in the white heat of current conlroversy; also see Buej BCVf-'ﬂ
I no. 37 see. 12. What must be .wuidc’ h Fusion of

: d s the i
halacha with poelemics. ¢ confusion of

Sinccrely,

Ranor Yenuoa ek
Jerusalem



