PHID IR N AN - MNP VPT - NN NIPRI DY)

TIRONI NMMIPH — ©IN IMINT PR 11 N @

. $X7Y 19 DA Yoam
PN AN ANY NN NI NABA DIV Y 13 PN 399 BN
0311 YNNG

$R"Y NP OMob Yhes
17 AN AT50 MIDID P2INI MaNA DY) 1Y 12 YIRS 114 BN
SO0 IMING 10

LRV T T90n vhes
PN ONY N30 N1PHRI MDA DY 1 1Y 11 YUY 234 AN

TR MIPT DIN AVN b 13 yeind 134 NN Lo ININA

DY NIPR YN DApNIY 81 Anuwyy abba abann
{3 23 BTNNY Y 1IN N9 AP Mavn NYY

ISP A PID b mbwye
BMRN GRY 000D 199 DY) 1aY 1YY Y K NY9pP 42

) FIANA 331 M YIaN =8 1Ay Y 12 V3 234 . Poava 1in

FNNTMP nb e

12 NP 9T DWRPA Mavin @

DT IMIRA AN R
HIRI VAT DYIPTY 2wl Hwa) e 1T Syw prawt woo
TMAY ANoR T by hwWpa 1 [2 R o 0N
MWIWIVIT NI YW XD e 8T TR YT T by
0 PawnhT PD0 VWA — PHD TIXRI INT 1 HRE 00
o TI8%

13V 379 shas @

# DY OMMARD TIND INANY AYNBH NN PP s ban
MANN DOV INT 13 YD 3% MNT MY 13 pers 191
121 NYEna

LT IR X PID PUITP W

Y1 ,MIN0S DIVINY PANH DIVINA — LIND J¥ 120 MN¥n 95
AP0 DY TANY DIYIN TAN — * 137 JY AND INNn

M08 DYDY 11N DIVIND — NN 1NTHY NYY MIn IN
oW TANY DN VRN — R 1210 NBY vy man U
Jarn

— M) M NYY PA DR RTHY 12 NYYR KD mMEn 7N
Sppm B2y NYR San Xin LPann DYl InN) VIR INN
< 0INND NNVR Y3

17 7IPD°D OW NNOWIN

SR LPEAnT 2% NI 100 T RN 1DTHY AYY MINR XA IR

;PN MY ADAN 1N 1NN 1NTH PRY DYy MR Noh
MYH 208 NAHYN DOVIN NN VIS PYDY AT PN = APIN
< PR RNY DYy

(XYY TR PUTTR Yeas
s 1o NI NIY2 100 DYDY DRI IDTNY DYY MSH o]

DN LNAM INNY DY nnenT 2 Unpn 0 DhRY nEn
NST J30 18T N9 78 NN TGN "N m mann

®

®

®

1PN 1IN 234 RN JSOP0S 1:!’\')31 NP9 INThY Yy Nnsn

TNIN 2 AN m*m: 1raNY mMooan 10 b

:37% 3 DoTa *‘z:m

19D 937 010 YPI Marn ol L nanx 93 NN 29 99X
IDTIY DUY MNH DO NIR NS 1aThY DYy msn 1 INBN

o M0 DOV NIY
VY PRV NDYKY T L MR 15T 1 NP BN NIY AN

« DIOTA ANANIN PRYI YNININY JINID Y 30 Pt

nieen
297 2NIT P RYPE 19502
SATR AR DYNIEY Spa) NI _‘_)‘)ﬁ
SR JBITT pwy nad — i
K9 W@ AT BN 17 Youn Np T D

AT 1397 RYOh YWD TP I
baml 1A oM RTY MEn ORRY
w3 12297 9B RAT .27N7 v Dipn

Ro¥D ORIn mMuD

d



o o LBy P

]
Kt nf o wrRen nYDDYA -

amnT "m:".n*m DINUYVW DUWIND ®DP W3 09T M R

®

A12083 1NN ST 00397 DR MR QY TRT N2 ‘R A avn T Hahtst

i R LT i B

ST IPWIRIT MWD 79 KPR 5V ni9an kYR 15K omat by Tk TR
11 N S008I0
LOWIRN YRWN P, a0xyY Xpn XPT 203 0bvan waTe

NDY NIDIDIYAZ NIYYD NUN 1Y .0

P00 NMIR T St
LY 90X SunY AT wpay a abman

, £ MY (MM 1OwY) TR To0
CILR MOV NAMT MIDTWER WY aNyb] minsnT o o
: A9mna% mbnoens

$RD HPR 10 1970 ophRY UTPD meey 1van
DIRY ETUIH TR COIRMP YT DWIN DIRORIDY WX N
2XMIETMDY N7 TN KD ROX RN 001 .N1D0En 7198 217y
CTRPTE DAN, A9 Yabna W PR EIDE 0P by b Twox
JUBT D593 vaona Nnw oy

k3,3 ofed KP[
30 opR A% [ooa%b] ¥on ToPn A7, 3 Kr

Y Ten 89 Aebya Rovl vmionay xhx
CLMBNEERS 7RI DENAT D N Hm
$EW RN DA
cTIWYY DTLES oWl OX phnony wn

DT L PP IRSD 10

® G

&

ey ol i . 2 DAoD WD 1257 57 35 bR H pen
SNED 5D omE PR [R]4 ars ool fp B pID DA Mo fm okan H3pm o¥n 1D 5] 1 p¥op »o won 17
&3;; 3,,5;;, :?nfmzj mﬁplmn £,}, -HDJJD W0 PRSI A 2373 30 b 55 pIngd A oMED DIV DYERT L 3373 3Mhn D W DA S S,

®®®

1

BP0 Ry myeh @

yRwM Arne XON Abun nURn 1M oasp ovav oo
LU ynuna amn bon o xpvopa 1 bam e

1710 TIWRT PUD AR Ersee

anpt Mo yeen nan kIpn NS S XN misvn o
NP5 1w 53T 1 105Y WL R IR N3N T DI XX
an01ph AN oW 1atme ynwh—ow omxb LLLabann ny
2YWN B 1Y, 0PWAR RORT

ADRTMP DA aymwa ’5R namn R 0wty pod nobit by
IR WA TV IRTIPA PR NI YT DWAAR SRR N
IR TWR WA VI PN IMRD ARTIDD 1AM DOwIR
LODUMTITIRY DILMIY  RNDOIDT 1A TR XM LMD ARy oo
v e yand PR JnRaIm T BN DR PRORIN PRI PATh
0w kD npt pawa Bom : 1oMYa 9ANT ®T XPD0ITT NI
AN WKW L. DWW RPTTOXDROINRTIDY DwIR weRTw x1b
SN

» 1305 Toan 13 mh JEAND 1 50 A inD DD pEnT
Coyhn b HapT 73 33D H5D o o A5 RED 1opn Of 1h
BTPTY O5I (e8> 7D NNE D 3T PR3 *mh H 6207
¥ beb DRSITH ADMNAT B0 D133 DN N7 1Hon
bapte YoB pi3n H3H ApmnhT sy Bh jup 7L RN
7301 5EA PHT o DIY3 133 i HSoEMIT PO 3T
fowp SohEs ) i 3 7 S ph [

DELEIEI ) fdry AT s 33T IEoh PP S pn P

53’:’5115::55'." WP SESE PID P> Pnvd Paesd ph7 rojbeh o
FORRDI gy 37 B BPE i pfon beh D ph (on 97 98)

53 DD DET HYD 07 BOY 103 Ak D337 D 1T

I
“1ohn3 DI 7 Y0 bh M OB 1HT X103 EIDY

36 fprnb

®

NN

I

2310

Kt 0§

@

Se 1P

S9N
*o BRDPIBY 0 b
- vIoh B0 DDPT HON "b; o
0Y , PIAYTH Dan oI 3
';?15)‘ u?a:nasnaa B3 13 %3*:1 16510 SEf 116 DY o2 396 L DpY3b bt YN
oodpy g TN [B] 3 f MR YR pr. BB %1D2 OB DBy 0 oh7 Dapa Hrphd

oy NI [] ropmo /s pp 30 MP3 A0 I0op wo ATV R 3313 13M0N 16T 0 BEd Dph NBE A 1B DB k3 ovb b 336 L Andn w3 AT b

o7 o LB on Apb A0 PEY DIDHIDN WO B BN DEPY HE0D L YT BEm pd MBon 33 B pab oy
T et oo ]n]-/.‘ Y71 DIDPIPR 1> OED AP0 £hm 3By PLINTAN OBh ApYID 637 73D 5 spw
Lm B3 701 1167 . pap3 prdd dhp £33 35 o0 oknh WD [v] ¢ wivby 1o prd T o

B P13y By SHEIN OLA 1FE LD, DD DIAN3 P3N T oM Bh Dy O PAT 2703 MDY D3 DD DT DIND W07 ARIn 03 Al A33T 0w my H B 97 ook

D NEDd W37 A"ph L pRTAD SEH ADTD By Aoy W wAE b S P PUaNTAD 15 Wwe PRhons Pins 36 . 1o v ps B j.

VKD
;

i

HeY W



JEBYD I LN IRMPA Dann Som BENN
DWINEY BYMIMED (3) WAt avarawn t (1) (6) nwar pnakvpy Davn ban N

RITY 21 YT RYY (7)) NpA 10 YR Inky ®pn Yt D nmeph oumpn ne > (2)

My WPt W (1) RN () RPI AN Er 105 RRMDY AN R D Bb Yoy
COORM AR N DI phenw RTY (Y K kD (3) won ydwn
t(kan1 prb dTIM) OHMPS pEwD DpHp Diub pppd po7an opivd (3) ohp doHd
npR MAp PERY Spl Dwbws () 1w wwy kO (8) wn W () DTN (8) 3
2 (+73) oIDBY DIPES 5 b apiy (0) ph mobT H7
1R (%) VDD ORI TND RV

ob (1) b oo

SRR DR OB PR DPLE X

_nbun

08 DE3 BB
bE3 DT A
a1 wrehn
pD3 CF B2 papd
rhon ohupt
o B

(%) 3 LD (7)) b
vy nbun yrwnt =

$ieyh () (1) X TR 5D DT 09D DY DD NR WD IR DY T DI DR 3

utisys linhinl
o 176 DeBb befy qepd (ept . o B nh PNOD (ot
730V73 B5' EDD 10 BPIEDT phb Y31 L B B (3) 1pab 7
fopn BY7 303 P17 ohdd CIIR3Y L dpspd (3) 1 AW 1)
BET 77pY “ph L ¥ b () SOEhON BREN P dniph
o L Sn b nse (D) IR bR p9 Oy o mifdn
57 65 wpd noh 3D Hh3 3 0h B ph DT 770D
D7 PIEEDS 373300 DE3 30D P LSS ) 1Ep hos
Pp 0 Dp 3P o Bpn 771 ohod Iph AIpE by

. L
ooren 83 SRR M 07 Y o mned de o ofhop f9 R

faYn My
pr SMOE- A D AR YIS DY RO pro L PR A () 1 et
yr3sE 7R3 3A05 £7pi OiChYR pibnEm TR D3R Hpod depp
uph abura fopt ooe D 09 Wy nhe opec >thh pnen b
230 165 27poh wifs DPED fs! sp faos ohmr B3 s e
Ehon £'po opoy bh pmcc o sid fb ows £I0T w fvpd
fop B9 1B RIS DYIE3N DE THRON 37 “p 0p M> ooend
POy B 59 Yp3 we ovdiecd pY sms whe gh o
s peea fg boos znd ph oon £ wpw B o o Hhon
pin £y o3 dfns dhurd Cpp DPOIS KON POBT DICR
FpriT 083 1TiFn pBT PTSM M3D £ont) £ond b oo B 1
sfvaps Sop wAC FE wm e I oifd pwcad whe e £

pe 8 fopo mie BRC a1 fio obop 53w Par wihd pwea BT 27Eh fisr pra b owdn AT R L Etp thi wera bpa vem
Bh p ono B Pioy iepe opRT 37907 T L oeh ppwod abvpt B enca B3 Hap7 pops wo uihd pazn fhe ptpb oo
S 3 "o bub apy aeied Hape obps

YA D .
P 573 18D 35 3r; £Y7n Y M0 Dhund 1D BSBT )
\p dnb BN (BY) P37 I0 N9 draa SYAEH (M3nD b33 3w
£33 D DFEID (P03 Bwd WD LP3T D PEm PIT
£viph Beind B Pnd BUDE 1Ep> MEIRG W YT 300D
Shop DY WpE3 WDy oD pPvp oS 9701 (3%) 1nphT03
fappa oy opb op 1hE> pDTD OPN3T w07 Hnp BE3
ob oEsos O (e Tepd puns jpp obvad b oban
s a7 oian WAET () Dsun b p7 Bh L mbn
g ob Y M 0 wo ohe; dwd  RAvp
pavp od ophT aepbr (7)) on abp B oisn ofvin ond
£vb ¥33) 7373 DIMDB DG NP BEYIS PGS pI B3
M1 LA 0P bebo oh {n)/:l oman pb (B) afvsin ach dab
forn auph Hapss w 0d b of
B () cpEpt pnot (1) W b
< faD mdp w3 DM WED TY WD

b3h (19) pgd om0 £ 7o L omfon BRED P
L peanmh (1) ¢ [P] phun Dpn vingd
wp3 oM3 P17 a0 obY ooy 3 03 o3P A O 91 B O3 I

=557 TN

iz ovanh b 837 tize sve fr by smee P pwtd
LR ies SEeeo o B 8 9nh o (hvs brnoob of geied mopd
o'En prapn oy PrdesT qh AR) DTsp ofmopn vl vwioh A
va PEoh Gh e ambs po o ghe uen Mb wYe A30 B0l R0
vh L obnd wsh o1 Motk o g Lo s Bl o amby
77909 IR0 APz emshy dnz ppy R0 "RNaT v vh fand
B o7spe3 o hxin 93 mlea fine £\ A A oonAd oar
wseb £3n o7E 3"nd ¥R ouwnh DEd whod 1y mfpsy 'pn
prer A3 uhar ef gft ommz wfro e mied ppd owen B
wivd oinnot ppd M2 opoz R azp by pedh LB R o7y
e vRC opn ® 1y mosd svinp oA AT or bor yind e
Thvo $Ton o3 epbie 15D onh MR Mian Pun £ DRnaT

5 onsvd popn b7 ysne B3
Y'spb pamam DL Diuns onsph B
o1 bhr W

"BA BSIDAE BT (DY) ED DY DF Bhd MENIN D7 TRy Wb 231 M wEm D3ps o BrE? . o0 b Bh (RY)

P pounnh :'hnn])
hp By D1 Loy pvh

papy DNt D1 BnET L B rh O Mph 121 cipmp (3Y) Fosh b ph H10 ob 1w o ovinh
wh7 B (M) T hN 75 13 EY5 DRYY promt oviv7 m7ap 75 nh £5 () 730 wing Am s e
Ph T IIDD DOTD AT 1T PT MITD 75 pOM DV 7Y 75 spf £7 CIEM IV 13 Wk TP WD

P cwmph

67 "D p'opn (0 S0b gt o vpn b v pupy WY () mSnT L b9 (1) ochd omiT wep pEba mbvn

DIED P37 Bien wa W ohand phvpy (AD) b

B3t G DL Bnh 1HH 1en epd MEm ob 7303
frpraph 337 p"E03 £pPT HTION Dpp31 1H3 Db Po PITH LY I3 DD b 9o

vy ;

w7 BY orEpy DY 1330 P oW AT L mspd (wa) cwvvnd
Y3h (55) w0ondY vud p1 HID 1757 303 bTdh o L BT

faE qap odnnsh bt TR 770

: SR

fhn has fo (:'")“: [if)';n] P9y n 1597 31p 07h i Hudd wap

qrpb 9% £ AhaaT DoBh 3 PWIBSE TN PUT 1> vezo wnnd P Do A'C gaﬁ LC"p oopun (o3 beb fes o* fred £

Pron (i)ve [ pecind oes 3P

i 193 Aiug (hn aeho ph may oved bab (e

roxa (1) B0 () s HEr vEm Tmm 3 o Lo

@ :

vys Liskh oo b oot 1p 1D g3 end my Bl (B -

. &hgfy P"pD poeg e ptn ofapd pon ophd pifti P S1os o gBy SAPI DUMD DL ANpID 07 toachy. opvaby by
- Fby frny pro_orsed fopn BT o odoyd £ ArEd Foc. oo, ohun s pooore qhy orsed Aipd Iowppain 002 fho D by
anbus fnpd Yoan B73 ounh Ap's tn 0b b of DI onfes Hroph ton fb7 hastn P DT BEp H73303 P3C 11850 pY OE PEND B fbm
D9 DIPED 1D 1IN DB YN DINER CNE 018 708 Woh (u'()*:": () ot pies ooy (1) dfram Am) poie Py

.bvn"" .

S g™ EY3, EoEn 1 (39) 1670 (B2)" tfima () 38 w9T> ©



‘T T‘B{Dﬂ, DRID P
41-33 5% S WSk 2Y) wodin
o o PR JR NeR Y

; ol 4 e o, N i, S

aRn M2y W

TPW MYBNDY AYAnT DR™MP2 0WN

P30 Y3 aTae 20

AWR PRY MDOWNIT M2 PRIN (20 WY ap ol e

XXy AR RN WA RYTT mwn nmn T M ow mewn
[IAR PRI IR WORY AWR APOR PRV PR OO0 RS DUIR
PRV 30D (31 D70 RYT 702 R7D amw MmO KYN MR 9913
T°X3 99w WAM XYY pro2 P whwa by Yy ovn nd

noodna WTRTT MDuIn AR KM 170 MR vrpan ]2 013 mwna
TR W RATT DWIRT XNYH T3 RYT o R O2NDW oW aow

NR NIO¥ID W) PRT 3702 0RPY 12 Mavn owia nvang mi
PPRYRY M2 axenn Yy ’YY oa 5oy abwana ohawn v ooann
12000 NWRAT > mynwn T SR j3pn Ywouonxmm vt
DRMPY MY BT P2 RN ’9 nnx 0w ovnnd mhy owiw
ROTDY I AT A0 noona VIRY w3 Y o xR avunn

RNY7I03 YI0KY 970¥ 1 R ARa 3 b 1w o oy ¥Ry 1ot

D3R 101 W9 0 T wNINRD I 1Y owh G MnRw
TDYY? PER KN K7 WKW VTR B A Jop PYO LDIN D
3T IDYYY IDOW LUOPN D HMANIA UMY RTIA KA P
LW T [wyne aahm bvoy pbmh xnT mipnd et vws
7ER MpD W) MaEk 3 nnRY 72 mxy kWb avann nxNp
IRIDI N7 Y B ]2 DX DODOM RULIRIRVI R7LMW WY 3

' WTRY anbw

36 MY

PR

(22



@)
Excerpted from "WOMEN'S PRAYER SERVICES - THEORY AND PRACTICE; Part 1: Theory

by Aryeh A, Frimer and Dov I. Frimer, Tradition, 32:2, pp. 5-118 (Spring 1998).
{Revised March 17, 2000)

Women and Minyan for Reading the Megillah

The consensus of leading aharonim is that ten women alone indeed do constitute a proper minyan for both the reading

of the Megillah (in a regular year and even on Purim Meshulash) and reciting of the sa-rav ef riveinu benediction. See:

R. Mas'ud Raphael Alfasi, Resp. Mash’ha de-Rabbevata, addenda at end of I1, sec. 689.

R. Joseph Hayyim al-Hakam of Baghdad, Resp. Rav Pe'alim, O.H. 11, sec. 62.

R. Moses Hayyim Lits Rosenbaum, Ska‘arei Emet, 3, Hilkhot Megillah, Hemdat Aryeh 4:5.

R. Jacob Israel Algazi, Hug ha-Arets, sec. 3.

R. Joseph Hayyim Sonnenfeld, Resp. Salmat Hayyim, 1, sec. 101.

R. Zevi Pesah Frank, Mikra'ei Kodesh, Purim, sec. 35 and 50 (note 3).

R. Avraham Yeshayahu Karelitz, Hazon Ish, O H. sec. 155, no. 2.

R. Isaac Halberstadt, Shnai Sarei ha-Kodesh, p. 16.

R. Sraya Devlitsky, Purim Meshulash chap. 2, parag. 8 and 9 and addendum thereto.

R. Hanoch Zundel Grossberg, Iggeret ha-Purim, first edition chap, 7, parag. 2, second edition chap. 8, parag,. 3.

R. Ovadiah Yosef, Yabia Omer, VIII, O.H. sec. 23, no. 27 and sec. 56, end of no. 4; R. Ovadiah Yosef, Likkutei
Kol Sinai, p. 47, sec. 23; R. Yitschak Yosef, Yalkut Yosef, second edition, Hilkhot Mikra Megillah 7.

R. Eliezer Waldenberg, Resp. Tsits Eliezer XIII, sec. 73.

R. Joseph Shalom Eliashiv (personal written communication to AAF, 27 Adar 5754, March 10, 1994).

Questioner in Resp. Mishneh Halakhot, Mahadurah Tanyana, vol. -1, O.H. sec. 550.

R. Joel Schwartz, Adar u-Furim, chap. 8, sec. 5, parag. 2 and 3 and note 11.

R. David Auerbach, Halikhot Beita chap. 24, sec. 17-21 and notes 33, 34, 44 and 48.

R. Moses Mordecai Karf, Hilkhot Hag be-Hag: Purim, chap. 8, parag. 13 and 14 note 32 and addendum to chap.
8, parag. 13 note 31, p. 218.

R. Yehudah Herzl Henkin, Tsibbur Nashim be-Keri'at ha-Megillah, Keshot, 4 (Adar I/Nisan 5755), sec 14, p.
8-10. _

Rabbis Joshua Katz and Mordechai Nagari, Ma'alot, no. 185, Parshat Tetsaveh 5756; Halakhah Sedurah, sec. B,

no. 5.

However, other poskim dissent:

R. Shlomoh Kluger, Hokhmat Shiomoh O.H. 689:5.

R. Hayyim Sofer, Kaf ha-Hayyim O.H. 690:120,

R. Jehiel Mikhel Epstein, Arukh ha-Shulhan O.H. 690:25.

Rabbi Menashe Klein, Resp. Mishneh Halakhot, Mahadurah Tanyana, vol. 1, O.H. sec. 550.

R. M. Feinstein [quoted by R. Dovid Katz, “4 Guide to Practical Halakha—Chanuka and Purim” (New York:
Traditional Press, 1979), VII, Laws of Purim, sec. 14, no, 15, p. 134].

R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach cited by R. Nahum Stepansky, vedleihu Lo Yibol, 1, O.H., sec. 431.

R. Raphael Evers, Resp. vaShav veRafa, O.H., sec. 31 suggests that the minkag is to be stringent.
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Women's Megillah Reading

.. Many poskim maintain -that there is no halakhic problem with women reading Megillah for therr;gélves,
. i'r;ldi\}iduallylbr in a large group. It should be emphasized that these poskim are referring to a women's Megillah
reading exclusively and no generalization can be made regarding women’s services. Sce: ‘
(1) In October 1985, R. Mordechai Tendler indicated that R. Moshe Feinstein had no objections to such a
reading, '
(2) Beersheba Chief Rabbi Elijah Katz, halshe! (Bita'on haMoetsa haDatit Be er Sheva), XIII (Nissan 5736),
pp. 41, 42 and 48.
(3) Ma'aleh Adumim Chief Rabbis Joshua Katz and Mordecai Nagari, Ma'alot, no. 185, Parshat Tetsaveh
5756, Halakhah Sedurah, sec. B, no. 5 and conversation with Dov L Frimer, March 23, 1996.
(4) R. Raphael Evers, Resp. vaShav veRafa, O.H., sec. 31.
(5) R. Yehuda Herzl Henkin, Hadarom, 55 (Elul 5746) p. 33-41; Resp. Bnei Vanim, 11, no. 10; ibid., 111, sec.

(6) R. Gedaliah Felder, cited by R. Henkin - in Hadarom, ibid and conversation with Aryeh A. Frimer, April
29,1992,

(7) R. Ariel Pikar, Tehumin 18 (5758), pp. 361-368.

(8) R. David Cohen, conversation with R. Shael 1. Frimer, March 1979, and to Aryeh A. Frimer, March 1980.

(9) R. David Feinstein, conversation with Aryeh A. Frimer and Noach Dear, March 26, 1991, and to Aryeh A,
Frimer, Dov I. Frimer and Noach Dear, March 19, 1995.

(10) R. Levi Yitzchak ha-Levi Horowitz, The Bostoner Rebbi, conversation with Mr. Noach Dear, March 1990
- however, on April 13th, 1997, the Rebbi’s gabbai, Nesancl Peterman, wrote the following: “Since the Rebbi
considered this issue in the early 1990's, the whole question of women's ‘rights” has become more complex and the
Rebbi would like to consider the wider issues further.”

(11) R. Aharon Lichtenstein, conversation with R. Chaim Brovender, March 1992 and February 1994, and to
Dov L. Frimer, October 21, 1992 and February 19, 1994, also permits a women’s Megillah reading. Nevertheless, R.
Lichtenstein does advise Jerusalemite women not to hold such a reading when the fifteenth of Adar falls on Shabbat
(known as Purim meshulash). While most authorities agree that ten women do constitute a minyan for mikra Megillah
even on Purim meshulash, a minority dissent. R, Lichtenstein maintains, therefore, that it is best to be stringent so as to
be sure that one's obligation has been fulfilled. Rav Aharon explained that the Rov (Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik)
preferred that women be machmir for the same reasons (to be yotzei kol ha-dei'ot lekhathila) every year. Hence, the
Rov preferred that women did not have their own service for mikra Megillah.

(12) R. Aaron Soloveitchik, in a taped conversation with Dov 1. Frimer, July 8, 1997, ruled that in those
communities, such as in Israel, where there is alrcady an established custom to have a second Megillah reading for
women, it is irrelevant whether the reader is male or female. Elsewhere, where such a minhag is not so common, a
special women’s Megillah reading should not be permitted (for hashkafic and public policy reasons).

(13) R. Ovadiah Yosef, Yabia Omer, VIII, O.H., sec. 56, end of no. 4 writes: “.. the custom of women who
make a minyan by themselves for mikra Megillah...should be encouraged.” Indeed, his son R. David Yosef, Torar
ha-Moadim: Hilkhot u-Minhagei Purim ve-Hodesh Adar, sec. 5., note 9, p. 139, s.v ve-ha-Rama, indicates that despite
the rulings of Magen Avraham and Korban Netanel, Ashkenazi (and certainly Sefardi) women can read for other
women,

Both of the past Chief Rabbis of Israel have published opinions against women's Megillah readings:

Former Sefardic Chief Rabbi R. Mordecai Eliyahu is quoted by R. Moses Harari, Mikra'ei Kodesh - Hilkhot
Purim, chap. 6, parag. 8, note 30. ’

Former Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi Abraham Kahana Shapira is quoted by his assistant R. Zalman Koitner, in a
letter distributed by a group called "Women of Efrat for the Achdut of Halakhah" and published in the newspaper Yom
ha-Shishi, 15 Adar 5791 (March 1, 1991), p. 8. R. Shapira's letter indicates that although "...halakhically, a woman
can read for other women", nevertheless "one should not change the prevalent custom" which has followed the more
stringent ruling of the Mishnah Berurah (Korban Netanel).

R. Menashe Klein also dissents: see, Mishneh Halakhot, Mahadurah Tanyana, vol. 1, Q. H. sec 550. As noted-
- above, the Rov (Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik) preferred that women be machmir in order to be Yyotzei kol ha-de’ot.



