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]ewish Woman in Jewish Law - I?QV MO.S/;& MelSc’,/HM‘n
Paﬂa Ho

The concept of minyan utilized in prayer and prayer-
associated activity is different from the concept of minyan in
Megillah and martyrdom. Here the minyan is a public unit
whaose unified functioning is expressive of the public function-
ing of the community., A minyan in this case is a community in
miniature. The ten people bind together to form an edali. Here
the reasoning of the Talmud in Megillah tells us that an edah is
ten adult Jewish males,” As was mentioned earlier, it-would
seem that the reason ten women do not form a minyan’is réflec-
tive of the private emphasis of their directive. Men are public
figures and_hence bind together to form a mtblimn

are more private and hence remain ten individuals.
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