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R. Dr. 1. B. Soloveitchik, On Seating and Sanctification ()33)
First of all, such mingling is forbidden according to the
halachah. In certain instances Biblical law prohibiis praying
in a synagogue where men and women are seated together. Such
a locale has none of the sanctity of a synagogue; any prayers
offered there arc worthless in the eyes of the Jewish Law.

As 1o whether or not the Halachah also requires scgrega-
tion, X wish to say that there is certainly a requirement for the
erection af a partition, and the synagogue which fails to erect
one is puilty of violuting a very sacred tradition. lowever,
there is a basic difference between this wrong and that of the
complete mingling of the sexes, for, as 1 jndicuted above, sepa-
ratjon has its orivin in the Rible itself, whereas the requirement
of a wrechitzah must be attributed to a Ruabbinic ordinance.
The Biblicai pussage from which the Talmud derives the inter-
diction against mixed pews (Zechariah 12:12 in Sukkah 51b],

i and also the Pentateuchic injunction, Let FHim see no unseemly
! thing in thee (Deuteronomy 23:15), deal with separation only.
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There is no mention, however, of segregation. The latter has
been introduced in accordance with the old maxim, va'assu
seyag latorah, “Make a fence around the Law” (Aboth 1, 1),
as 3 safety measure in order to prevent the mingling of the
scxes. The Biblical law itsclf, however, only requires separation.
Although complete segregation is important, since we have no
authority to amend cven a Rabbinic institution, yet it should
not be treated on a par with the principle of separation. While
the latter determines the very essence and sanctity of the syna-
gogue, the former, if violated, docs not place the congregation
in the class of a reform temple.



