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Major Modes of Hair Covering
(Edited by Rabbi Aryeh A. Frimer)

# Type of Hair Covering (PYUNN YN ¥99Y) Avn N Y nY Y9V NYNI HyY Comments
1 Covers hair completely even in private Absolute (Biblical) Absolute Absolute Follows Zohar and
Resp. Hatam Sofer
2 Covers hair completely in house when Absolute Absolute Absolute
other men are around
3 t As above, but reveals Tefak (four fingers Absolute Absolute Absolute Leniency of Rav
by four fingers; or two fingers depth by Moshe Feistein
two fists across face)

4 As above, but shows sideburns Absolute Absolute Absolute Leniency of

and hair not gathered in hair-net Maharam Alshakar
5 Covers hair compietely only in street, Absolute Absolute Relative

but not in house even if others present N/A in house
6 | As above, but reveals 7efah and/or shows Absolute Absolute Relative See # 3 and/or 4
sideburns and hair not gathered in hair-net N/A in house
7 | Covers hair in street, and in house if other Absolute (minimal covering Relative Relative
men present, but shows more than fefah required); applicable in house if
other men present
8 Covers hair in strect only, Absolute (minimal covering Relative Relative
but shows more than fefah required); applicable in street only
9 | Doesn’t cover hair at all, but wears braid nyqat Biblically requires braid Relative Relative Based on Magen
Avraham

10 Doesn’t cover hair at all (1) Custom (relative) or (2) Mitsvat Relative or (2) Relative (2) Based on Resp.

aseh but loss of >1/5 of wealth

Iggerot Moshe






